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DUFFY), chairman of the Housing and 
Insurance Subcommittee and a leader 
on flood insurance in the House today. 

Mr. DUFFY. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
take a moment and thank Ms. CASTOR 
and Mr. ROSS for their hard work on 
this legislation. 

There are some here in this body who 
have said: if we let free markets into 
the National Flood Insurance Program 
that is run by the Federal Government, 
you are going to undermine the pre-
miums that come into the national 
flood insurance pool. 

It is $25 billion in debt and is struc-
tured in a way where premiums can’t 
rise. This doesn’t undermine the pro-
gram. 

What we are doing is saying: Listen, 
if you are in the National Flood Insur-
ance Program right now, the way it is 
structured, there is only one place you 
can buy insurance. But this is a provi-
sion that will open up the market and 
let private companies come in and offer 
families better policies at better 
prices. If they don’t, you can stay in 
the NFIP. You don’t have to go private. 
You can stay government. But you give 
people a choice. 

It is like saying: Listen, you have to 
keep the United States Postal Service 
as your one carrier. You can’t have 
FedEx or UPS. You don’t get those 
choices. 

People want a choice. In Houston, in-
stead of having only 20 percent of the 
people who had coverage, you might 
have had 40, 50, or 60 percent of the peo-
ple who would have had coverage. More 
people would have had protection. 

I have got to tell you, I am dis-
appointed in the partisanship. 

I am going to quote a person I rarely 
quote, but a person I truly like. She 
once said in the process of this bill: 
‘‘This is an example of real com-
promise.’’ 

Then, on the substance of the bill, 
this fine woman from California said: 
‘‘We can have the opportunity for our 
constituents to have some choice. I 
think that is real compromise, that is 
substantive compromise, that is mean-
ingful compromise, and that is the 
kind of compromise that reasonable 
people can engage in.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, that was the gentle-
woman from California, who is now in 
opposition to this bill. 

When this came up by itself—the 
same bill—last Congress, everyone 
voted for it. When it came up in com-
mittee, everyone voted for it. Demo-
crats and Republicans voted for this 
bill because they knew that it was 
going to offer more choice and better 
prices to American families. That is 
why it was bipartisan. 

I think this is a moment where our 
Congress can stand together on behalf 
of the American people who don’t have 
flood insurance, who don’t have a rea-
sonably priced policy. Let’s stand with 
them today and pass the Ross-Castor 
bill. By the way, ROSS and CASTOR are 
both from Florida. Two Florida Mem-
bers, Republican and Democrat, came 
together. 

Let’s get it done, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time 

for debate has expired. 
Pursuant to House Resolution 538, 

the previous question is ordered on the 
bill, as amended. 

Pursuant to clause 1(c) of rule XIX, 
further consideration of H.R. 3823 is 
postponed. 

f 

GOLD STAR MOTHERS 

(Mr. BACON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of our fellow Ameri-
cans who know what it means to give 
the ultimate sacrifice to the Nation: 
our Gold Star families. 

This past weekend, we observed Na-
tional Gold Star Mothers and Families 
Day, a solemn reminder of our sacred 
obligation to hold dear in our heart 
and to never forget those in uniform we 
have lost. Psalm 34 says: ‘‘The Lord is 
close to the brokenhearted and saves 
those who are crushed in spirit.’’ 

I believe this was on President Lin-
coln’s mind when he wrote to Mrs. 
Bixby, a mother who lost five of her 
sons in the Civil War. President Lin-
coln wrote: ‘‘I pray that our Heavenly 
Father may assuage the anguish of 
your bereavement and leave you only 
with the cherished memory of the 
loved and lost, and the solemn pride 
that must be yours to have laid so 
costly a sacrifice upon the altar of free-
dom.’’ 

Like many in this Chamber, I have 
presented and saluted too many flag- 
draped coffins of our fallen warriors. As 
we remember them, let us also recom-
mit ourselves to the task of caring for 
the families they leave behind who for-
ever carry the pain of their loss. As 
they gave to the Nation, the Nation 
must give to them. 

Today, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in renewing our obligations to our 
Gold Star families, a commitment for 
life. 

f 
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NATIONAL PREPAREDNESS MONTH 

(Mr. DONOVAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, Sep-
tember is National Preparedness 
Month, and I rise today to offer pray-
ers, condolences, and encouragement 
for those impacted by Hurricanes Har-
vey, Irma, and Maria. 

Also, I rise to thank the thousands of 
first responders, neighbors, and volun-
teers who have come out in droves to 
respond to these disasters. I stand with 
those residents now recovering from 
storm and flood devastation. 

This Nation stands behind you ready 
to make you stronger and more resil-
ient in the face of disaster. As a resi-

dent of a city that faced many disas-
ters, I can attest to the fact that 
Americans across this Nation are resil-
ient and only grow in strength in the 
face of a challenge. 

In the wake of these disasters and as 
we remember the 16th anniversary of 
the September 11 terrorist attacks and 
prepare to mark the fifth anniversary 
of Superstorm Sandy next month, we 
are reminded of the critical importance 
of preparing for the disasters that our 
communities may face. We cannot al-
ways control whether a disaster will 
strike our communities, but we can 
take every opportunity to prepare our-
selves, our loved ones, and our commu-
nities. 

We are a resilient nation in the face 
of disasters. As a resident of Staten Is-
land and chairman of the Homeland Se-
curity Subcommittee on Emergency 
Preparedness, Response, and Commu-
nications, I urge all Americans to take 
time this month to make a plan, sign 
up for alerts and warnings in your area, 
check your insurance coverage, and 
make sure that you have an evacuation 
plan. We cannot plan on disasters 
ahead of time, but we can certainly 
prepare ourselves for when they come. 

f 

POLLS HAVE BUILT-IN BIAS 

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
both the Washington Examiner and 
Washington Times recently have re-
ported on a practice that is resulting in 
overly low approval ratings for Presi-
dent Trump. Pollsters are not nec-
essarily rigging their questions to get a 
desired result; instead, they are cre-
ating a biased result by how they se-
lect people to poll. 

Frequently, the pollsters contact 
more Democrats than Republicans. 
Unsurprisingly, the results tilt anti- 
Trump. The Examiner pointed out that 
this ‘‘robs Trump of about 8 points in 
his approval ratings, from 46 percent to 
38 percent.’’ 

The Times noted that in polls includ-
ing Presidential approval questions, 
the Economist relied on a sample that 
used 58 percent more Democrats than 
Republicans, which ‘‘gave Democrats a 
14-point edge, while Reuters and Gallup 
gave Democrats an 11-point and 7-point 
edge in their samples.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, as the 2016 election 
taught us, we shouldn’t rely on biased 
polls if we want accuracy. 

f 

SEPTEMBER IS SUICIDE 
PREVENTION MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
GAETZ). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2017, the 
gentlewoman from Arizona (Ms. 
SINEMA) is recognized for 60 minutes as 
the designee of the minority leader. 

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, Sep-
tember is Suicide Prevention Month, a 
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